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Abstract

Relying on Max Weber’s theoretical framework, this study measures the impact
of the three dimensions of class stratification (economic, status/parietal, and
party/power) on the level of National Cohesion in the Islamic Republic of Iran.
The core hypothesis posits that structural and economic inequality leads to the
erosion of political consensus and identity attachment.The research adopts a
Descriptive-Analytical (Correlational) approach using a researcher-made
questionnaire. The statistical sample consisted of 200 respondents divided into
two sharply contrasting economic groups (District 1 representing the affluent
and District 18 representing the deprived in Tehran), selected via Stratified
Sampling based on property values in 2019 (1398 SH). Independent variables
included dimensions of the class gap (popular base, structural discrimination,
social capital, and institutional trust), while the dependent variable was defined
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as national cohesion. Data were analyzed using Structural Equation Modeling
(SEM). The results of the statistical analysis (confirming an R2=0.48R2=0.48)
indicated that the class gap generally exerts a significant negative influence
on national cohesion. Specifically, the dimensions of structural discrimination
(B=0.354=0.35) and institutional trust (B=0.25p=0.25) demonstrated the
strongest decaying effects on Iranians’ sense of cohesion and identity
attachment during the studied period (1989-2019). These findings confirm
that the emergence of inequality is not merely economic; rather, it manifests
as perceived injustice (discrimination) and the erosion of regime legitimacy
(trust), ultimately leading to the weakening of national unity and territorial
integrity. Consequently, controlling and reducing these dimensions of the gap
is vital for preserving national identity in Iran.

Keywords: Class Gap, National Cohesion, Weberian Theory, Structural
Discrimination, Institutional Trust, Identity Attachment.
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