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Abstract

The Islamic movement of Dagestan is one of the affecting players in the social
developments of this region, which is influenced by the religious-cultural
environment of Chechnya, and consists of two broad schools, traditional
and Salafi. Despite the armed struggle against foreign colonial powers, the
predominance of Tariqati and Sufi tendencies among Dagestani Islamists has
caused the Islamic movement to take a tolerant attitude internally since the 18th
century, but since the 1980s, especially with the collapse of the Soviet :union:,
Salafi teachings and ethics have been promoted by the support of extra-regional
powers. Considering the significance and position of Islamist parties and groups
in the contemporary developments of the North Caucasus, the main question
of the current article is what is the nature of the Islamic movement of Dagestan
among contemporary Islamic movements? The authors have tried to answer the
question by adopting a descriptive-analytical approach and collecting library
data. The findings of the research reveal that the tendency of the majority of
Dagestan’s society towards Sufi schools and the growing awareness of the
threats of Salafist beliefs in the region, traditionalism will continue to dominate
the Islamic movement of the region in the upcoming decades. Therefore, the
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Islamic groups of Dagestan seek to concentrate on social and religious activities
instead of formal-structured political engagement.

Keywords: Islamism, Dagestan, Sufi tariqas, Wahhabism
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