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Abstract

This study, using the geopolitics of the South Caucasus and how this conflict
was formed, seeks to answer these questions: How has Turkey and Iran’s
foreign policy towards the South Caucasus been shaped? What is Turkey’s
foreign policy towards the South Caucasus and why does Turkey emphasize
supporting Azerbaijan? Why is Iran concerned about Turkey’s influence in the
South Caucasus and what measures will it take in response? Does Iran have
concerns about changes in the regional balance of power in the South Caucasus?
South Caucasus Turkey benefits from close relations with the Republic of
Azerbaijan and has shown military and diplomatic support for Baku in recent
wars, especially the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War. The country also seeks to
strengthen its position as a transit route for energy resources to Europe. Iran,
on the other hand, is keen to maintain its relations with Armenia and prevent
the expansion of Turkish and NATO influence in the South Caucasus. The
findings of the study suggest that Iran is concerned about the security threats
posed by the presence of Turkey and the West in the region and emphasizes the
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importance of maintaining access to transit corridors and its cultural interests
in the Caucasus. The foreign policy of Iran and Turkey towards the South
Caucasus has been shaped by geopolitical, historical, and strategic interests.
Iran has a balanced policy with an emphasis on regional stability, preserving
the territorial integrity of countries, and confronting Israeli and Arab influence.
Iran has expanded its relations with Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia based
on economic and cultural interests. Therefore, the policies of Iran and Turkey
in the South Caucasus not only seek to secure their national interests, but are
also heavily influenced by regional and global geopolitical and economic
competitions.

Keyword: Tiirkiye, Iran, South Caucasus, comparative foreign policy.
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