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Abstract

The Arbaeen pilgrimage of Imam Hussein, as one of the most significant
manifestations of the Husseinite discourse, has, in contemporary Iraqi history,
functioned beyond a mere religious ritual and played an active role in the
social organization and political mobilization of Shiites. The main objective
of this study is to explain how the Arbaeen ritual becomes a “political act”
and to examine its discursive capacities in confronting rival hegemonic
discourses. Using Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse analysis framework and
a descriptive-analytical approach, this research investigates the elements,
nodal points, and the articulation logic of the Husseinite discourse within the
Arbaeen pilgrimage. Data were collected and analyzed through documentary
research and historical analysis of two key events: the 1920 Iraqi Revolution
and the 1977 Safar Intifada. Findings indicate that, during these periods, the
Arbaeen ritual, by producing chains of identity, protest, and emancipatory
signification, contributed to the reproduction of Shiite social power and the
shaping of collective political action against colonial and Ba‘athist discourses.

Based on the results, the Arbaeen pilgrimage demonstrates a durable capacity
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to function as an effective discursive mechanism in social organization and
political resistance, and can serve as a meaningful resource for policymakers
and activists confronting contemporary discursive challenges.

Keywords: Husseinite discourse, Arbaeen pilgrimage, Laclau and Mouffe
discourse analysis, 1920 Iraqi Revolution, 1977 Iraqi Intifada
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